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The “Parco Nazionale del Cilento Vallo di Diano e 
Alburni” (PNCVDA) is the largest and one of the most 
diverse national protected areas in Italy. It is located in 
the southern part of the country, in the region of Cam-
pania, not far from the boundary with Basilicata and 
Calabria. The park is really huge, covering more than 
180.000 ha, and ranges from the Mediterranean sea coast 
to the inner Apennine Mountains. From a naturalistic 
point of view, the PNCVDA is particularly well known 
for its plant and bird diversities, while the entire region 
offers to its visitors one of the most genuine and tasty 
examples of the true “Mediterranean diet”.

In recent years, there have been several herpeto-
logical publications in Campania (e.g. Romano et al., 
2008, 2010a, b; Guarino et al., 2012), suggesting an 
increasing interest on these zoological groups inhabit-
ing the southern Apennine environment. Therefore the 
publication of this Atlas appears as an obvious synthe-
sis of these previous works and updates both the recent 
regional Atlas of Guarino et al. (2012) and the Italian 
Atlas that has been published less than 10 years ago 
(Sindaco et al., 2006).

The “Atlante degli anfibi del Parco Nazionale del 
Cilento Vallo di Diano e Alburni” is completely writ-
ten in Italian, counts 164 pages and is forwarded by two 
presentations, the first by the Park’s President and the 
second one by the President of the Societas Herpetologica 
Italica, one of the many Organisations that sponsored 
the volume. 

This book is organised in six main chapters and a 
Reference list. The first two chapters treat the general 

Park features (geology, flora, wildlife and aquatic habi-
tats) and give some biological generalities on amphibians. 
An identification key for the species inhabiting the Park, 
both textual and iconographic, is also provided.

The third chapter is dedicated to the historical over-
view on the previous herpetological studies, while the 
fourth describes the methodology used to collect field data.

The fifth chapter describes the distribution, ecol-
ogy and conservation status of the eleven morphospe-
cies found within the study territory: Salamandra sala-
mandra, Salamandrina terdigitata, Lissotriton italicus, 
Triturus carnifex, Bombina pachypus, Bufo balearicus, 
Bufo bufo, Hyla intermedia, Pelophylax kl. esculentus & 
P. lessonae (water frogs are treated together), Rana dal-
matina and Rana italica. Each species has its own col-
our map, an histogram visualising the altitudinal distri-
bution, a pie chart informing about the different kinds 
of breeding habitats (e.g., running water sites, lakes and 
marshes, artificial tanks and so on). Moreover, each spe-
cies is illustrated by many photos describing phenotypic 
variation of adults, larvae and eggs, together with some 
examples of the species typical breeding habitats. In 
general, the species accounts are very informative about 
the ecology and current species conservation at the 
global and local level, and it is clear that all this infor-
mation is truly first hand.

The final chapter is devoted to the analysis of the 
amphibian community found in the PNCVDA. Different 
issues are here discussed and analysed: biogeography, alti-
tudinal distribution, ecological niches, diffusion, rarity and 
the general conservation status of amphibian populations. 
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The reference list is extensive, as it counts more than 
150 entries. This should be a good start for anyone inter-
ested in southern Apennine batrachofauna. 

In conclusion, the “Atlante degli anfibi del Parco 
Nazionale del Cilento Vallo di Diano e Alburni” is a 
well written, informative and should be useful for all 
herpetologists working in or visiting the Italian Apen-
nines and looking for amphibians in natural or artificial 
habitats.

The book layout is agreeable and illustrations are 
printed in high quality. The only minor criticism to 
this concise but informative volume, is that the type-
setting is relatively small, maybe to spare space (but 
there are large and under-used page margins), while 
the symbols that are used to describe the species con-
servation status are so tiny that are difficult to read, 
for example the “Bern Convention” symbol is so small 
that becomes almost un-recognisable and the letters 
under the logo are difficult to read even with a magni-
fying 20x lens. 

This volume may be requested writing to “Parco 
Nazionale del Cilento e del Vallo di Diano P.zza S. Cateri-
na, 8, I-84078 Vallo Della Lucania (SA), Italy or by email: 
l.deriso@cilentoediano.it

REFERENCES

Guarino, F.M., Aprea, G., Caputo, V., Maio, N., Odierna, 
G., Picariello, O. (2012): Atlante degli anfibi e dei ret-
tili della Campania. Massa Editore, Napoli.

Sindaco R., Doria G., Razzetti E., Bernini F (2006): Atlan-
te degli Anfibi e Rettili d’Italia – Atlas of Amphibians 
and Reptiles in Italy. Edizioni Polistampa, Firenze.

Romano, A., Spilinga, C., Ventre, N., De Riso, L. (2008): Gli 
anfibi del Parco Nazionale del Cilento e Vallo di Diano 
(Campania) dati preliminari. In: Herpetologia Sardiniae, 
pp. 425-238. Corti, C. Ed, Edizioni Belvedere, Latina. 

Romano A., Ventre N., De Riso L., Pignataro C., Spilin-
ga C., (2010a): Amphibians of the “Cilento e Vallo 
di Diano” National Park (Campania, Southern Italy): 
update check list, distribution and conservation notes. 
Acta Herpetol. 5: 233-244.

Romano A., De Riso L., Pignataro C., Ventre N., Spilinga 
C., (2010b): Gli anfibi del Massiccio degli Alburni nel 
Parco Nazionale del Cilento e Vallo di Diano (Campa-
nia). In: Atti VIII Congresso Nazionale Societas Her-
petologica Italica, pp: 117-120. Di Tizio, L., Di Cerbo, 
A.R., Di Francesco, N., Cameli, A. Eds, Ianieri Edizio-
ni, Pescara.


	Acta Herpetologica
	Vol. 10, n. 1 - June 2015
	Firenze University Press
	Obituary: Valery K. Eremchenko (1949-2014)
	Leo J. Borkin1, Tatjana Dujsebayeva2, Roberto Sindaco3, Matthias Stöck4
	Haplotype variation in founders of the Mauremys annamensis population kept in European Zoos 
	Barbora Somerová1, Ivan Rehák2,*, Petr Velenský2, Klára Palupčíková1, Tomáš Protiva1, Daniel Frynta1
	Reproductive ecology of Sichuan digging frogs (Microhylidae: Kaloula rugifera)
	Wei Chen1,*, Lina Ren2, Dujuan He2, Ying Wang2, David Pike3
	Toxic effects of carbaryl on the histology of testes of Bufotes variabilis (Anura: Bufonidae)
	Özlem Çakici
	Basal frequency of micronuclei and hematological parameters in the Side-necked Turtle, Phrynops hilarii (Duméril & Bibron, 1835)
	María A. Latorre 1,2,*,#; Evelyn C. López González1,2, #; Pablo A. Siroski1,2,3; Gisela L. Poletta1,2,4
	Into a box interiors: clutch size variation and resource allocation in the European pond turtle
	Marco. A.L. Zuffi1,*, Simonetta Citi2, Elena Foschi1, Francesca Marsiglia1, Eva Martelli1
	Where to “Rock”? Choice of retreat sites by a gecko in a semi-arid habitat
	Andreia Penado1,2, Ricardo Rocha3,4,*, Marta Sampaio3, Vanessa Gil3, Bruno M. Carreira3, Rui Rebelo3
	Age structure, growth and longevity in the common toad, Rhinella arenarum, from Argentina 
	Clarisa de L. Bionda1,2,*, Silvia Kost 4, Nancy E. Salas1, Rafael C. Lajmanovich3, Ulrich Sinsch4, Adolfo L. Martino1
	On a putative type specimen of Pleurodema bibroni Tschudi, 1838 from Chile (Anura: Leptodactylidae)
	Daiana Paola Ferraro
	Re-description of the external morphology of Phyllomedusa iheringii Boulenger, 1885 larvae (Anura: Hylidae), with comments on the external morphology of tadpoles of the P. burmeisteri group
	Samanta Iop¹, Victor Mendes Lipinski¹, Bruno Madalozzo¹, Franciele Pereira Maragno¹, Sonia Zanini Cechin¹, Tiago Gomes Dos Santos²
	Book Review: 
	Harold Heatwole, John W. Wilkinson (Eds). Amphibians Biology. Volume 11 - Status of conservation and decline of Amphibians. Eastern Hemisphere. Part 4 . Southern Europe and Turkey
	Sebastiano Salvidio
	Book Review: 
	Antonio Romano. Atlante degli anfibi del Parco Nazionale del Cilento Vallo di Diano e Alburni - Distribuzione, biologia, ecologia e conservazione
	Sebastiano Salvidio
	ACTA HERPETOLOGICA
	Journal of the Societas Herpetologica Italica

